
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
NOVEMBER 30, 2025 

MORNING WORSHIP – 10 AM 
 

WATCHWORD FOR THE WEEK: Come, let us walk in the light of the 
Lord! Isaiah 2:5 

BAND CHORALES…………………………… Erik Salzwedel, leader 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS…………The Rev. Dr. Craig Atwood 

CHORAL INTROIT:  
Hosanna……Edward W. Leinbach, Salem Composer              

(1823 – 1901)                 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE…………………The Sanders Family 

CALL TO WORSHIP:   

The Prophets, a Godly Play Story………… 

……………………The Rev. Ginny Hege Tobiassen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

LITURGY: Advent, pp. 49-50……………….……. Rev. Dr. Atwood 





 
 



RECEPTION OF MEMBERS  
(Affirmation of Baptism), pp. 170-174………Rev. Tobiassen 

 







 
 





 



SCRIPTURE LESSONS………………………..……...Rev. Dr. Atwood 
​ Isaiah 2:1-5 
​ Psalm 122 

I was glad when they said to me,​
    “Let us go to the house of the Lord!”​
 Our feet are standing​
    within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
 Jerusalem—built as a city that is bound firmly together.​
 To it the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord,​
as was decreed for Israel, ​
    to give thanks to the name of the Lord.​
 For there the thrones for judgment were set up,​
    the thrones of the house of David. 
 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:​
    “May they prosper who love you.​
 Peace be within your walls​
    and security within your towers.”​
 For the sake of my relatives and friends​
    I will say, “Peace be within you.”​
 For the sake of the house of the Lord our God,​
    I will seek your good. 
 

Matthew 24:36-44 
Please note: Rather than leave the sanctuary for Children’s Worship, 

children will remain in the sanctuary throughout the service today. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
HYMN, page 185 – The Advent of Our God…………..T. Swabia 
 

 
 
EPISTLE LESSON: Romans 13:11-14 .…………… 

……. The Rev. Ginny Hege Tobiassen 
 
SERMON: Nearer to Us Now 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
HYMN 269 – How Shall I Meet My Savior? ………….T. Leinbach 
 





 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 
​ OFFERTORY INVITATION…………………… Rev. Dr. Atwood​  

The offertory provides an opportunity to reflect on the many ways that we can 
express our gratitude in response to God: with time, treasure, talents, and 
testimony. For financial giving online: Use the Moravian Ministries Foundation 
giving portal at https://mmfa.info/giving-portal/. Click the DONATE tab on any 
page of the Home Church website. For more information, go to 
homemoravian.org/donate. You can make one-time or recurring gifts. Text HOME 
to 73256 on your phone. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
ANTHEM:  

Morning Star, in Darkest Night…………… 
……………Georg Friedrich von Hellström 

                                   Home Church Choir​                               ​    
(1825-1912) 
 

Johann Scheffler (1627-1677) 
Morning Star in darkest night, who the world with joy makes 
light, Jesus dear, come be near, shine in my heart’s temple 
here! Your most radiant, glorious light far exceeds the sun so 
bright; you shall be, constantly, as a thousand suns to me. 
Morning star, my soul’s true day, come to me without delay; 
come, be near, Jesus dear, shine in my heart’s temple here. 
Amen. 

 
​ DOXOLOGY 
​ OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
LITURGY: Advent, pp. 51-53 

Where indicated on p. 53, we will sing Hymn 239, Hosanna. 
Children will sing the first part, and the congregation will respond. 







 



 
BENEDICTION 
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  

​ While singing, we extend the right hand of fellowship. 
We invite you to continue your fellowship as you exit during the postlude. 

 

 
 
POSTLUDE:  
I Was Glad When They Said Unto Me...C.H.H. Parry  (1848-1918)  

Arr. Aubrey Tucker (2017) 
 

 
 

 



CALENDAR 
Sunday - 11:15 am - Educational Programming 

4:30 pm - Advent Vespers, Saal (doors open at 
4:00 pm) 

Monday - 11:30 am - Praying in Color, Parlor 
Tuesday - 8:30 am - Men of Church Breakfast, Club Room 

6:30 pm - Beginner Band, RB-5 
7:30 pm - Chorale Band, RB-5 

Wednesday - 7:00 am - Breakfast, Cagney’s Restaurant 
5:45 pm - Wednesday Night Fellowship & “Night 
of Music” Program 

Thursday  - 11:30 am - Men of Church Lunch, Club Room 
5:30 pm - Gregor BellChor, Bell Room 
6:30 pm - Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room 

Next 
Sunday 

- 10:00 am - Worship Service 
11:15 am - Educational Programming 
3:00 pm - Music at Home Concert, Sanctuary 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

We extend a cordial welcome to all visitors this morning and 
invite you to join us again whenever possible. Please take a 
moment to sign the Friendship Register, pass it both ways in your 
pew, and greet those near you. After the service, pick up a 
beverage in the serving room off the Sanctuary, and enjoy 
fellowship.  

The flowers are placed in the Sanctuary today and in loving 
memory of Sid Disher and Richard Disher by Juanita and Jennie 
Disher, and in loving memory of Charles and Marjorie Beardsley 
by Steve and Charlene Beardsley Ewing.              
The wreaths are placed on the outside doors of the Sanctuary in 
loving memory of I.B. and Mary Southerland by I.B. and Carol 
Southerland and their family.   



 
We welcome new members into our congregation today! 

Joining by transfer of membership: Sam “Chip” Cook, Carl 
O. Moses, L.J. Overfelt, Julie Tomberlin, Lynn Waggoner 
Joining by reaffirmation of faith: John Eaves, Susan Foster, 
Barry Foster (associate), Holly Humphrey, Humphrey 
Anderson, Silas Anderson, Ann Shuey, Chris Tolley, Sarah 
Vaala, Claire Richardson, Sydney Richardson  

 
Advent Vespers today in the Saal: Acknowledging that sadness 
often accompanies us in this season of joy, in this service we will 
seek a quiet and authentic peace for Advent through music, 
readings, and quiet contemplation.   Doors open at 4:00pm; the 
service begins at 4:30pm. 
 
There will be no separate worship for children today. Nursery 
care is available for children birth–age 4 during Worship and 
Power Hour. Youth Power Hour meets as usual. Children’s Choir 
will rehearse from 11:00 am –12:00 pm for ages 5 and up. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Praying in Color! 
Women’s Fellowship 
  
Join us this Advent season to spend time with 

God in a meaningful and colorful way. Created by Sybil 
MacBeth, Praying in Color is “the intersection of prayer and 
doodling, a visual, active, meditative, and playful way to pray.” No 
artistic skill or prayer expertise required! 
Praying in Color will be offered as a series of in-person sessions 
or participants may pick up a packet of materials to use on their 
own. 
  

In-person sessions will be held: 
Dec. 1, 8, & 15 from 11:30 am-12:30 pm, Home Moravian Parlor 

 
Pick up materials for self-guided use: 

●​ November 30- after worship  
●​ Week of December 1 - in the church office (during office 

hours) 
Sign-up before and after worship today or register to attend or 
obtain a packet on the HMC website. ​  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday Night Fellowship 
December 3, 2025 
Holidays at Home:  

A Night of Special Music 
Featuring Triad Harmony Express and Downtown Sound 
Come join us for dinner and music to kick off the holidays!  

Dinner at 5:45 pm followed by combined program at 6:45 pm. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Menu: Tomato Soup, Grilled Cheese Sandwich, & Dessert 
Reservations for supper are encouraged by 5 p.m. on Monday.  
Contact the church office for more information at (336) 722-6171 
or tear off the reservation form below and place it in the offering 
plate. 
Reservations for supper are encouraged by 5:00 p.m. on Monday. 
Contact the church office for more information at: (336) 722-6171 

or tear off the reservation form below and place in the offering 
plate. 

 
Adults & Children 13 and older ………. $5.00  Children ages 4 to 
12 years old………. $3.00           
Salem Academy & College ……………..$3.00​Children ages 3 and 
under………………Free 
 
   
Name(s)____________________________________________________ 
   Standing Reservations     (# adult) ________      (# children) 
________    
   Attending this week only (# adult) ________  ​ (# children) ________ 
    

Special Dietary Needs: 
Gluten Free (# orders) ________  Vegetarian (# Orders) _______ 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

DIGGS-LATHAM CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY STORE  
Help us bring joy to families this season!  

We invite you to support the Holiday Store by donating unwrapped gifts for parents or 
guardians. Please drop off items at the church office, labeled “DL,” by December 12. 

We also need volunteers: 

●​ December 15 – Sort donated items 
●​ December 16 – Assist with store setup 
●​ December 17–18 (8 AM–2:30 PM) – Help students select and wrap gifts for their 

loved ones 

For more information, contact Chris Puryear at 336-681-0871 or lpuryear@gmail.com. 

Your generosity ensures that children—who may not otherwise have the means to 
purchase a gift—can experience the joy of choosing something special for the important 
adult(s) in their lives. 

GIFTCARD FUNDRAISER - On November 5, our church family 
gathered for a wonderful evening at Wednesday Night Fellowship with 
students, their families, and staff. Together, we enjoyed Ruby’s delicious 
homemade soup and sharing fellowship with more than one hundred 
guests. 

Following dinner, Dr. Cassandra Dobson gave an inspiring presentation highlighting 
both the successes and challenges at Diggs-Latham Elementary. The evening 
continued with lively performances of dance and music by the students and school 
band, filling the room with joy and energy. 



This special night was also a fundraiser to provide teacher gift cards for classroom 
supplies.  

Thanks to your generosity, we raised $1,500—but we are still $500 short of our 
goal. Please consider donating to help us reach the finish line. (makes checks payable 
to: Home Moravian Church with “Diggs Gift Cards” in the memo line) 

Your support is essential to ensuring teachers have the resources they need to continue 
serving their students. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Virginia Hege Tobiassen, Pastor        Craig Atwood, Associate Pastor 

Glenn Siebert, Director of Music         Jonathan Williams, Organist 
Becky Hodges, Director of Christian Formation        



 Philip Montgomery, Youth Ministry Coordinator 
529 S. Church Street, Winston-Salem, NC 27101, 336-722-6171 
home1771@homemoravian.org                 www.homemoravian.org 

(10 a.m. Morning Worship is broadcast on WSJS-AM 600) 
 
 
 

“Let Us Rise” 
 

Despite Jesus’ words to the contrary in the Gospel for the First Sunday of 
Advent, many claim to know the hour and the day. And, in Christ’s words 
about being found working when the day comes, many Christians seem 
preoccupied with not getting “left behind.” What if we worried less about 
that and worked more diligently and with greater care for the work at hand? 
What if this motivated us to love the work and to love those we work 
alongside? This song, based on Matthew 24:36–44, is a song of trust and 
confident assurance. 
 

The day or the hour are known to none. Not the angels. Not the Son. 
We will wait, and all will see. As it was, so shall it be. 

Days of feasting and holy nights. Silent prayer and shrouded light. 
Time of Noah. Days of our lives. From the waters, let us rise. 

Through the waters, let us rise. 
 

A sweeping away, starting again. Losing ourselves, found a Friend. 
Hand of God, O hold us near. Teach us Love. Free us from fear. 

Chorus 
 

For work in the field, who is at hand? At the milling, will you stand? 
Will you serve, and faithful be? Watching, waiting prayerfully. 

Chorus 
 

A house on the Rock is made secure. Of God’s mercy, may be sure. 
It shall stand, and ready be. Precious Lord, we fly to thee. 

Chorus 
 

The Broke Kings (David Melby-Gibbons & Brian Dixon) 

mailto:home1771@homemoravian.org
http://www.homemoravian.org


Tricklebee Café, Milwaukee, Wisconsin; 
 Emmaus Moravian Church, Emmaus, Pennsylvania 

 
The Moravian Church 
First Sunday of Advent 
November 30, 2025 
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