Sunday, Feb. 1, 2026
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
10:00 AM Worship

(online broadcast only due to weather conditions)

Welcome and announcements... The Rev. Ginny Hege Tobiassen

Liturgy: Peace and Justice, pages 148-153



PEACE AND JUSTICE

[Standing]

How should we come hefore the Holy One and bow before God on high?

God has shown what is good and what is required: to do justice, to show
constant love, and to walk humbly with our God.
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TEXT:  Albert F. Bayly [1901-1884]. ©1588 by Crefond Ulniversity Press

We give thanks to you, O God, for you are good,
For your steadfast love endaores forever!

Who can utter your mighty works, or show forth all your praise?
Blessed are they who observe justice, who do righteousness at all times.
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PEACE AND JUSTICE

Is not this the kind of worship that pleases me, says out God; to undo the bonds
of injustice, tolet the oppressed go free and break every yoke, to share bread with
the hungry and shelter the homeless poor, to clothe the naked and not turn from
your own people? [ was hungry and you fed me, thirsty and you gave me drink,
astrangerand you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, sick orinprisonand
you visited me. '

When did we sec you hungry and feed you, thirsty and give you drink? When
did we see you a stranger and welcome you, naked and clothe you, sick or in
prison and visit you? '

Truly, [ say to you, when you did it to one of the least of these, you did it to me.

|Sitting]
| BAHNEON
bless = - nd, et at  my ta - ble”
csee . you  out  on life's  high - ways,

Christ Je - sus said” to  the right-eous a - bove
look - tng to us_ in  the fag - rs of need,

ﬂ_!ll. I : - | i | I | |
“When 1 was  hun - @Y,  thimt -y, and  home - Jess,
then may we  know ___ you,  wel-come and  ghow__ you

Eﬁ_—L' e d - .J—*l e 4 .,
e —— P = ==

| | | — - — -
— S— - 1 1 I : - fl
@—‘ —j - — = —] } I, p—— |'l

gick and  in pris - on you showed me your  lowe®
love that s faith - fu!  in word and  in deed,

e et eS

E“‘l‘- Hueh Disck, & by G.LA. Puiblications, fue.
NE & by Wirlam Henkelmann

T
-

149



FEACE AND JUSTICE

If you do away with the yoke, the clenched fist, the wicked word; if you give your
bread to the hungry and relief to the oppressed, then your light will rise like the
dawn; your goodness will go before you and the glory of God behind you.

God has shown us what is good and what is required: to do justice, to show
constant love, and to walk humbly with our God.

As we consider these things, let us confess our sins in silence,

SILENT cONFESSION

The peace of Christ be with you,
And also with you.
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TEXT: @by Concordia Publishing House

Blessed are the poor in spirit,
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn,
For they will be comforted.

Blessed are the meek,
For they will inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
For they will be filled.
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PEACE AND JUSTICE
Blessed are the merciful,
For they will receive merey.

Blessed are the pure in heart,
For they will see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers,
For they will be called children of God,

Jesus said: You have heard it said, “You shall not murder”; and “whoever
muzders shall be liable to judgment.” But 1 say to you that if you are angry with
your neighbor, you will be liable to judgment.

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

You have heard it said, “ An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.” But I say to
you; Do not resist an evildoer, But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn
the other also,

Blessed are the Peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

You have heard it said, “You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.” But
I'say to you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
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" FEACE AMD JUSTICE

Praise God, all you nations,
Praise God, all you people!

Put not your trust in rulers, in mortals in whom there is no help. There will be
One who will rule with integrity and govern with justice: One who will be like
a shelter from the wind and a place to hide from the storm; One who will be like
streams flowing in a desert, like the shadow of a giant rock in a barren land; One
whose eyes and ears will be open to the needs of the people.

Our God savs;

Here is my servant, whom I strengthen, the one I have chosen, with whom I
am pleased.

I have filled him with my Spirit, and he will bring justice to every nation.
He will not lose hope or courage; he will establish justice on the earth.
He will teach us what he wants us to do;
We will walk in the paths he has chosen.
He will settle disputes among the nations; he will arbitrate for many peoples.
We will beat our swords into plowshares and our spears into pruning hooks,
Nation will notlift up sword against nation; neither will they learn war anymore,
We will live in peace, and no one will make vs afraid.
Justice will roll down like waters,
And righteousness like an everflowing stream.

And the effect of righteousness will be peace, and the result of rightecusness will
be quietness and trust forever. And we will abide in a peaceful habitation, in
secure dwellings, and in quiet resting places.

We will live in peace, and no one will make us afraid.

[Standing)

God has shown us what is good and what is required:
To do justice, to show constant love, and to walk humbly with our God.

God has shown us what is good and what is required:
To do justice, to show constant love, and to walk humbly with our God.



Scripture Lessons:
Micah 6:1-8
Psalm 15
Matthew 5:1-12
1 Corinthians 1:17-34

Sermon: Foolish and True

Foolish and True
1 Corinthians 1:17-34

Home Moravian Church, Feb. 1, 2026 (online only because of weather)

The apostle Paul declares that Christ sent him “to proclaim the gospel, and not with
eloquent wisdom, so that the cross might not be emptied of its power.”

Eloquent or not, can the words of human beings empty the cross of its power?

Rather than make you walk through my thought processes on that question, I’'m going
straight to the answer I came up with: No. I like to think Paul would agree. The power of the
cross comes from God, and whatever humans may do, the cross of Jesus Christ retains its power.

On the other hand, maybe what we can do is talk about the cross in such confusing ways
that the fog of our words obscures the cross itself. And maybe that’s what Paul is getting at, in
his first letter to the believers at Corinth.

I’ve said this before, and I'll say it again: Paul had a hard job. Traveling all over his
known world to build this brand-new thing that would someday be called church, Paul didn’t

have a lot to support him: no powerful governments or wealthy corporate sponsors. But it wasn’t



what Paul didn t have that made his job hard. It was what he did have: people. Lots and lots of
people, who, despite their intention to follow Christ, continually disrupted the communities that
could help them do it.

They were, we might say, unclear on the concept of Christian community. And that’s
understandable. Everything is strange, when you’re trying to build something new; and so you
fall back on what’s old, the things you already know. Old rules, old structures, old habits.

One very old habit is “divide and conquer”; and the church in Corinth is doing their best,
or worst, with that. In the verses just before today’s text, Paul chides the Corinthians for
proclaiming allegiance to various leaders—*I belong to Apollos!” “I belong to Peter.” “I belong
to Paul!” All lining up behind whoever they think is strongest, or wisest, or most
eloquent—whatever quality will help their team win church.

Disturbed to be named a combatant in this battle, Paul tries to pull the Corinthians away
from old habits into something new: the paradoxical nature of Christian faith. He tells the
Corinthians: The only fight here is the fight against division. The only strength is weakness. The
only wisdom is foolishness.

Are you comforted by the thought: that the only wisdom is foolishness? Imagine yourself
in this new community of Christ-followers. Part of life in this community is sharing the gospel
of Jesus Christ with people outside the community. So maybe the reason you’re trying to line up
behind the smart, eloquent apostle is because you hope that he will do the talking for you:
because in the world around you, the gospel can be pretty hard to sell. And now, here comes

Paul, telling you that the only wisdom is foolishness. What are you supposed to do with that?



Hey, Corinthians: We feel you. 1 mean: just listen to some of the foolishness we heard in
the scriptures assigned for this Sunday. From the gospel according to Matthew, the portion we
call the beatitudes:

“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil

against you falsely on my account.”

Blessed are the meek? Blessed are the peacemakers? Blessed are you when people
persecute you and say evil things about you falsely? In a world where it’s all about winning and
the winners are the strong, this sounds like foolishness. The meek are /osers. Peace comes
through strength. If you’re being persecuted, it’s because you have done something wrong.
Nothing else makes sense.

But Paul would forgive the Corinthians if they struggled with paradox. They are, after
all, still spiritual infants—that’s what he’ll say in chapter 3, where he will say that he has
preached only what they can process: or, as he says, feeding them milk, instead of solid food.

I don’t think Paul means he’s been dumbing down the gospel. But, given that the air in
the Corinthian community is apparently thick with theological arguments, it seems likely that
Paul, with simple proclamation, has just been trying to clear away the fog, so that people can

really see the cross. Trying to quiet the noise, so that people can really Aear the cross, which



doesn’t need our words to convey its power. It has a sound all its own. It vibrates like a tuning
fork with one clear, true note: the death of Christ for the sake of humanity.

And here’s the thing: the gospel that Paul proclaimed, in Corinth and everywhere else? It
didn’t include the beatitudes. Or the parables. Or anything else from Matthew—or Mark, or
Luke, or John. Most Bible scholars date Paul’s letters from about the year 49 to perhaps as late
as the year 62. Mark, believed to be the earliest gospel, probably dates no farther back than the
year 65, and the other three gospels followed. So what we call the gospels, Paul didn’t have in
hand to preach. But everything that later Christians would learn about Jesus through the gospels,
Paul would summarize as this gospel: “We proclaim Christ crucified.” Gospel means “good
news.” When Paul said Christ called him “to proclaim the gospel,” the good news he meant was
Christ Crucified. Christ. Crucified. An innocent man dies for the sake of others. How foolish.
How foolish, and how clear; clear as the note of a tuning fork, and just as true.

Now, if you’re wondering about the good news of the resurrection: Paul will get there!
He will present an extended and—we have to say, it, Paul—extremely eloquent, actually
gorgeous account of the resurrection. It will consume all of chapter 15. But in this letter of
sixteen chapters, the word “raised” or “risen” or “resurrection” is nowhere until chapter 15.
Evidently Paul means it when he says in the beginning of Chapter 2, “I decided to know nothing
among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” Christ crucified is his foolish proclamation,
which defies the wisdom of the world.

When you think about it: What’s foolish about the idea that Christ was resurrected? If we
believe that God is all-powerful, there’s no reason to think that power over death is out of God’s
reach. In a world where power is everything, a God that powerful makes sense. So, by that

measure, resurrection makes sense. But the death of an innocent man, offering up his weakness,



shamed by the powers of the earth, for the sake of others who may not even be grateful for
it—that is the most foolish of proclamations.

In an interview on January 5, a current White House advisor, Stephen Miller, told CNN’s
Jake Tapper, “We live in a world, in the real world ... that is governed by strength, that is
governed by force, that is governed by power. These are the iron laws of the world that have

9]

existed since the beginning of time.”" Like I said: building something new is hard, and old rules
are easy to fall back on. In a world governed by strength, force, and power, the most foolish
notion of all is that a man would be weak enough to die for others.

A week ago Saturday, Alex Pretti, an ICU nurse at a veterans’ hospital, attended a protest
in Minneapolis. When federal agents shoved someone to the ground, Alex tried to help them to
their feet and to shield them from pepper spray. The agents tackled Alex and put him on the
ground, and one removed a holstered weapon Alex was carrying. Then, as Alex lay restrained
and disarmed, agents pointed their weapons at him and fired multiple times. I’ve seen the video.
I can’t stop thinking of his body as he died, shivering; in my imagination it’s a tiny vibration,
something like a tuning fork. How foolish. How foolish, and how true.

I asked if our words can empty the cross of its power, and I think the answer is no. And
if I ask whether our actions could empty the cross of its power, I still think, no. The power of the
cross is not ours to control. But, just as our words might create enough confusion to obscure the
cross, so might our actions. Especially if our actions around the cross contradict our words about
the cross. If we profess that Jesus died for us on the cross, but fail to act as though Jesus died for

everyone else, too. If we say that Jesus died to give us all new life, but then, instead of building

something new, we fall back on the same old rules, the same old structures, the same old iron

! January 5, 2026, CNN. CNN.com - Transcripts
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laws of the world that have existed since the beginning of time. The fog around the cross gets
pretty thick when that happens.

The only fight here is the fight against division. The only strength is the weakness of
God in human form, stronger than human strength. The only wisdom is the foolishness of God,
wiser than the wisdom of the world, in the crucifixion of Jesus Christ: His sacrifice for the meek,
who will inherit the earth. For the peacemakers, who will be called children of God. For those
against whom all manner of evil is uttered falsely, on Jesus’ account. For those who mourn, who
will be comforted. How foolish, and how true.

May we, in our mourning, be comforted; and may we rise up with faith in the power of

the resurrection. Amen.

Prayers for the Church and the World
Benediction

Postlude: “The Lord’s Prayer”

Bonnie Blackwell, Soprano; Susan Foster, Piano



