
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Sunday, May 17, 2026 

Founded 1771 

Fulfilling Christ’s call to love God, live in community, and serve our neighbor.  

“Let thine eye be opened toward this house night and day,  
even toward the place of which thou hast said, My name shall be there.” 

- Text for the day on which the Site of Salem was selected. 
 

Salem Square                                                                                                                                     Winston-Salem, NC  

 

 

 

 



ASCENSION SUNDAY 
MAY 17, 2026  

WORSHIP SERVICE – 10:00 A.M.  
 

WATCHWORD FOR THE WEEK: “Cast all your anxiety on him, because he 
cares for you.” 1 Peter 5:7 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS……… The Rev. Ginny Hege Tobiassen 

PRELUDE: “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” ……………… T. Bradbury 
                                                                                                         Dorothy A. Thrupp 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LITURGY: Stewardship, pages 154-158 

 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 



SCRIPTURE LESSONS: 

Ephesians 1:15-23 
Psalm 47 

Clap your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with loud songs of   
     joy. 
For the Lord, the Most High, is awesome, a great king over all  
     the earth. 
He subdued peoples under us and nations under our feet. 
He chose our heritage for us, the pride of Jacob whom he loves.  
God has gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of a  
     trumpet. 
Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our king, sing      
     praises. 
For God is the king of all the earth; sing praises with a psalm. 
God is king over the nations; God sits on his holy throne. 
The princes of the peoples gather as the people of the God of    
     Abraham. 
For the shields of the earth belong to God; he is highly exalted. 

Luke 24:44-53 

During the singing of the next hymn, children age 3 and up are welcome to follow 
Children’s Worship leaders to continue their worship in CE- 106. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN 384 - My Lord of Light………………………………… T. Barbara Allen 

 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: Acts 1:1-11…….….The Rev. Dr. Craig Atwood 

SERMON: Why Do You Stand Looking Up into Heaven? 

 
 



HYMN 374 -   
      O Christ, Our Hope, Our Heart’s Desire…T. Lobt Gott, ihr Christen 

 
 
 
 
 
 



PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 

The offertory provides an opportunity to reflect on the many ways that we can 
express our gratitude in response to God: with time, treasure, talents, and 
testimony. For financial giving online: Use the Moravian Ministries foundation giving 
portal at http://mmfa.info/giving-portal/. Click the DONATE tab on any page of the 
Home Church website. For more information, go to HomeMoravian.org/donate. You 
can make one-time or recurring gifts. Text HOME to 73256 on your phone. 

 
OFFERTORY INVITATION……………………………………. Rev. Tobiassen 
 

ANTHEM: At the Name of Jesus…………. Ralph Vaughan Williams 
Home Church Choir 

 
At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, every tongue confess him 
king of glory now.  ’Tis the father’s pleasure we should call him Lord, 
who from the beginning was the mighty word.  At his voice creation 
sprang at once to sight, all the angel faces, all the hosts of light, thrones 
and dominations, stars upon their way, all the heavenly orders, in their 
great array. Humbled for a season to receive a name from the lips of 
sinners unto whom he came, faithfully he bore it spotless to the last, 
brought it back victorious when from death he passed; bore it up 
triumphant with its human light, through all ranks of creatures, to the 
central height, to the throne of Godhead, to the Father’s breast, filled it 
with the glory of that perfect rest. Name him, Christians, name him with 
love strong as death, but with awe and wonder, and with bated breath; 
he is God the Savior, he is Christ the Lord, ever to be worshipped, 
trusted, and adored.  In your hearts enthrone him; there let him subdue 
all that is not holy, all that is not true.  Crown him as your captain in 
temptation’s hour; let his will enfold you in its light and 
power. Christians, this Lord Jesus shall return again with his Father’s 
glory, with his angel train; for all wreaths of empire meet upon his brow, 
and our hearts confess him king of glory now. 
 
DOXOLOGY 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 

PRAYERS FOR THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD…………..……Rev. Dr. Atwood 



HYMN 372 - Rejoice, the Lord Is King…………………………….. T. Darwall 

 

 



SUNDAY EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING 
CHILDREN’S WORSHIP, CE-106, 10:20 a.m. (ages 3 and up), Ascension 
FEASTING ON THE WORD, 11:15 a.m., CE-101 and Zoom  
BIBLE DISCUSSION, 11:15 a.m., Club Room and Zoom  
CHILDREN’S POWER HOUR, 11:15 a.m., CE Building  
 

The Zinzendorf Class will not meet this week. We invite you to attend 
the “Lunch and Learn” event sponsored by HMC youth featuring news 
about Happy Hill and the Shotgun House. 

 

BENEDICTION 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE: Hymn 832 - The Grace of Our Lord 

While singing, we extend the right hand of fellowship. 
We invite you to continue fellowship as you exit.  

 

 

POSTLUDE: Fanfare…………………………Kenneth Leighton (1929-1988) 

 

 

 

 

 



Announcements 

We extend a cordial welcome to all visitors this morning and invite 
you to join us again whenever possible. Please take a moment to 
sign the Friendship Register, pass it both ways in your pew, and greet 
those near you. After the service, pick up a beverage in the serving 
room off the Sanctuary, and enjoy fellowship. 
 
The flowers are placed in the Sanctuary today in loving memory of     
Betty Lou and Terry Minnis and Linda and Keith Smith by Terry Ann 
and John Overton. 
 
Our youth invite us to a special Lunch and Learn today in the 
Fellowship Hall following worship. This is an opportunity to learn 
from our youth about the history of Happy Hill and the Shotgun 
House Legacy Site. A lunch of traditional soul food will be prepared 
and served by the youth, who will also bring materials from the 
Shotgun House project to tell us more about the mission of the 
museum and the history it will preserve.  Abrea Armstrong, 
Executive Director of Triad Cultural Arts, will be present, along with 
Home Church members involved with the project.  Come and enjoy 
lunch, fellowship, education, and engagement!  
 
Home Church is hosting the Winston-Salem Street School’s 
2026 graduation on Thursday, May 28 at 6:30 pm, and we need 
outside greeters to guide guests from parking to the sanctuary. If you 
know the way, you’re ready to help. You will be done by 8:00 pm! 
Contact Mark Wright at allcomm21@gmail.com or 336-618-1962. 
WSSS provides an alternative path for students to earn their high 
school diploma. 

 



The Annual Church Picnic will be held Sunday, May 31, 
immediately following worship. Join us for a potluck meal in the 
Fellowship Hall, with chicken and desserts provided by the church. 
Please bring a favorite covered dish to share. We hope to see you 
there! 

Join us this summer for Band Play Around at New Philadelphia 
from June 10 – August 26! Bring your instrument, green and blue 
Chorale books, and love of music each Wednesday from 7:00–8:00 
p.m. in the Fellowship Center. Whether you come every week or just 
occasionally, it’s a fun and relaxed way to play together and 
reconnect. 
 
The church office will be closed on Monday, May 25 in observance 
of Memorial Day. 
 

   CALENDAR 
    

Sunday -   10:00 am 
  11:15 am 

Worship Service  
Educational Programming (see box) 
Lunch and Learn, Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday -     8:30 am    Men of Church Breakfast, Club Room 
Wednesday -     7:00 am 

     4:00 pm 
Breakfast, Cagney’s Restaurant 
Women’s Fellowship Crafting Group, Parlor 

Thursday -     11:30am Men of Church Lunch, Club Room 
Sunday 

 
-    10:00 am Worship Service  

 



Youth News: Please join us after worship for our Shotgun House 

Lunch and Learn in the Fellowship Hall! 

Scripture Meditation 5/17/2026 

“Rain in abundance, O God, you showered abroad; you restored 

your heritage when it languished.”– Psalms 69:7 

It has not rained much this year. In fact, in the last 132 years, it’s 

been the third-driest year on record in Winston-Salem. But for 

many of us, droughts don’t affect us in the way that they used to. 

Local plants and animals suffer, but if you don’t garden or follow 

the news, you might not even realize how little rain has fallen 

this year. Our food systems are so sophisticated that we are 

sustained through hard times without even realizing it. 

In the time of the Israelites, a year as dry as this one would signal 

great suffering for many, and they used psalms both to vocalize 

their frustrations and to show gratitude in times of plenty. We’re 

very lucky that we’re not at the mercy of nature quite as much as 

we used to be, but we’ve also lost that deep connection to God’s 

creation. In our modern society, we have to make an intentional 

effort to be grateful. 

Next time you are at the grocery store, take a second to look at 

where your food comes from. Even in the middle of winter, 

you’ll be able to find avocados and tomatoes from Mexico and 

kiwis from New Zealand. That is a miracle, and I’m grateful that 

we have so much food even in a time of great drought.  

– Philip 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Save the Date! Sunday, June 14, 4-6 PM 
The Home Church Community Engagement Team and the Forsyth IAF Sponsoring 
Committee invite you to… 

• Build Relationships 
• Be a Witness for Your Values 

• Strengthen the Church’s Voice in the Community 

Since February 2023, members of our Home Church Community Engagement Team 
(CET) have talked with more than 100 Home Church members to hear their concerns 
for the people of Forsyth County. Among the top concerns were homelessness; 
education; and access to mental health care. 

By building relationships with members of other local churches and institutions, our 
CET has learned that these same concerns are top priorities across Forsyth County. 

On Sunday, June 14, the CET will draw on the power of relationships to make a 
difference in Forsyth County. We will join with hundreds of Forsyth’s faithful to meet 
with city, county, and corporate leaders, asking them for commitments to specific, 
practical proposals that address our shared concerns. 

Because there is strength, voice, and credibility in numbers, the goal is to assemble 
1,000 people. Home Church has pledged to bring at least 50 members and friends! 

To see the proposals, use the QR code in the left corner. If you find that they align with 
your values and your concerns, we hope you’ll use the QR code in the right corner to 
register for the Founding Assembly. 

God gives voice to the church to transform the world—and EACH CHURCH 
MEMBER’S PRESENCE AT THIS ASSEMBLY STRENGTHENS THE CHURCH’S VOICE 
IN THE COMMUNITY. 

Sunday, June 14, 4-6 PM, Emmanuel Baptist Church, 1075 Shalimar Dr., Winston-Salem 

Need a ride? 
Call the church office  
to arrange a carpool! 

 
 
 



Invited into Relationship 
 

On the night before his death, Jesus shared a final meal with his disciples. 
Afterward, he prayed for those the Father had given him. Having revealed the 
Father and the Son whom the Father sent, he had shared the knowledge that 
gave eternal life. This was not mere intellectual knowledge, but the kind of 
knowledge that brought them into a deep, living relationship with both Father 
and Son. It is the kind of relationship that would also allow the disciples to 
experience a communion similar to what Jesus shared with the Father.  

Christians have long called the Trinity a mystery: three persons, each fully 
God, and yet there is only one God. At the heart of that mystery is 
relationship—a single divine life held together by perfect love. Jesus also 
asked the Father that his followers would “be one, as we are one.” There is a 
clear through-line from Jesus’ prayer to us. Christians today, like the original 
disciples, are meant to be one. Yet this unity does not erase individuality. Unity 
in Christ is not bland sameness. If our oneness reflects the oneness of the 
Father and the Son, it preserves distinctiveness while binding us together in 
love. 

Perhaps we should not be surprised that unity feels elusive when real people 
meet and share real differences. Fortunately, Jesus does not leave us to 
manufacture unity on our own. When we gather for worship, we come not 
merely as individuals, but as a people being shaped into one body in Christ. 
We are invited into relationship with the Triune God; that relationship is 
nurtured; and then we are sent back into the world to reflect that life in the way 
we love one another. Unity is a gift God is continually working to bring into 
being through relationship, worship, and prayer. 

Barbara Styers, pastor, Greensboro Moravian Church, 
 Greensboro, North Carolina  

 

The Moravian Church 
Ascension Sunday 
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