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MORAVIAN CHURCH
Welcome Home

HomeMoravian.org

Sunday, July 5, 2026

Founded 1771
Fulfilling Christ’s call to love God, live in community, and serve our neighbor.

“Let thine eye be opened toward this house night and day,

even toward the place of which thou hast said, My name shall be there.”
- Text for the day on which the Site of Salem was selected.

Salem Square Winston-Salem, NC



SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
JuLy 5, 2026
FESTIVAL OF THE MARTYRDOM OF JAN Hus
HoLy COMMUNION-10 AM

WATCHWORD FORTHE WEEK: “The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger
and abounding in steadfast love.” Psalm 145:8

BAND CHORALES. ..ttt tttieietieettentetnteetneneeetaeeennencneenensnsenens Art Sorensen, leader
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS .uuutiinenenierenneennenenes Rev. Ginny Hege Tobiassen
PRELUDE:

Bring to Our World of Strife Your Sovereign Word of Peace (Hymn 681)

............. setting by Erik Salzwedel (2009)
Erik Salzwedel, trombone; Edwin Walker, organ

CALLTO WORSHIP



LITURGY: National Occasions, pages 139-142

NATIONAL OCCASIONS

[Standing]

God of all a - ges, whose al-might - y
Re - fresh your peo - ple on their toil - some
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of  shin - ing worlds in splen - dor through the  skies,
fill  all  our lives with heav'n-born love and  grace,
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our grate - ful songs be - fore your throne a - rise
un - til at  last we mect be - fore your  face.
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Praise the Lord, all you nations!
Extol him, all you peoples!

For great is his steadfast love toward us, and the faithfulness of the Lord endures
forever.

Praise the Lord!
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NATIONAL OCCASIONS

The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live upon
it. Let all people everywhere know that the supreme God has power over the
human kingdom and that he can give it to anyone he chooses — even to the least
important. The counsel of the Lord stands forever, the thoughts of his heart to
all generations. Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord.

Praise the Lord!
Not to us, Lord, not to us, but to your name give glory,
For the sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness.

BATTLE HYMN
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It is God who holds the na - tions in the
God re - minds us ev - ‘ry sun - rise that the
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dark - ness of the land; it is God who builds his eit - v on  the

love for it im-crease; may all rac - es  live  to-geth - er, share its
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rock and not the sand: the liv - ing God be praised!
rich - es, be at peace: the liv - ing God be praised!
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TEXT: Fred Pratt Green. & by Hope Publishing Company
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NATIONAL OCCASIONS

|Eneeling or sitting}

Almighty God, ruler of nations, to whose grace we owe the manifold blessings
of this land,

‘We worship you with grateful hearts,

We confess that in many ways we have turned aside from your commandments,
and it is because of your steadfast love that we are not consumed. You offer us
mercy and forgiveness, though we haverebelled against you, and have not obeyed
yvour command to walk in your laws, which you have set before us.

Lord, have mercy on us, and blot out our transgressions.

We pray, Lord, that you will guide and bless all who are in places of authority.
Protect them from violence, and fill the hearts of the people with respect and love
for them, because you have established their authority. Raise up for us leaders
who will carry out all your purpose, and, in patience and courage, will depend on
youl.

Save your people, and bless your heritage.

Make of this nation an instrument for the promotion of peace, freedom, and
righteousness. May it be a haven for the oppressed of other lands, a home of
happiness for all who dwell within its borders; and may our commitment to
liberty and justice for all be preserved for the generations to come.

Hear us, gracious Lord and Ged.

Guide us and our leaders through the Spirit of Christ's love as we struggle with
matters of teaching and learning, home and family, health and security, work and
justice. Turn the hearts of all people to you, that they may seek eternal life
through Jesus Christ, who redeems us and our world.

Hear us, gracious Lord and God.

Grant wisdom to those who are of the family of faith. Enable us to accept the
authority of government for your sake, ready for every good work, abstaining
from every form of evil, and paying to all whatever is due them. As citizens of
this nation may we bring credit to our Savior in all we do.

Hear us, gracious Lord and God.
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NATIONAL OCCASIONS

Grant to the people of this and all other lands a love of peace and order, that the
nations shall learn war no more. Hasten the day when the kingdom of the world
shall become the Kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign forever
and ever.

Hear us, gracious Lord and God. Amen.

[Standing]
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From search for wealth and pow er and scorn of troth and
Keep bright in us  the vi - sion of days when war shall
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love and mer-cy guide us, and heal our strife-torn  world.

liv - er ev-'ry na - tion, ¢ - ter-nal God, we pray!
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SCRIPTURE LESSONS:
Zechariah 9:9-12
Psalm 145:8-14

The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love.

The Lord is good to all, and his compassion is over all that he
has made.

All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord, and all your faithful
shall bless you.

They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom, and tell of your
power,

to make known to all people your mighty deeds, and the glorious
splendor of your kingdom.

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion
endures throughout all generations.

The Lord is faithful in all his words, and gracious in all his deeds.

The Lord upholds all who are falling, and raises up all who are
bowed down.

| Corinthians 1:18-24

During the next hymn, children aged 3 through 3rd grade may follow
Children’s Worship leaders to continue with worship in CE-106.



HYMN 391- By All Your Saints Still Striving, verses 1 and 2a.....T. St. Theodulph
(Martyrdom of Jan Hus)

MARTYRS AND ALL SAINTS

391 By All Your Saints Still Striving
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By  all yoursaints still striv - ing, for all yoursaints at rest,
Insert the stanza appropriate to the day.

A - pos-tles, proph-ets, mar - tyrs,and all the no-ble throng
Then let us praise the Fa - ther and wor-ship God the Son
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your ho - ly name, © Je - sus, for ev - er-more be blessed.
who wear the spot-less rai - ment and raise the cease-less song:
and sing to God the Spir - it, e - ter-nal Three in  One,
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You rose, our king vic - to - rious, that theymightwear the crown
for them and thosewhose wit - ness is on - ly known to you,
till all the ran-somed num - ber who stand be - fore the throne
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by  walk-ing in their foot - steps, we give youpraise a - new.
as - cribe allpowrand glo - ry and praise to God a - lone.
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Alternate key, hymn 268

TEXT: 5t. 1,34 Jerry . Godwin [h. 1944), based on Hortio Nelson (1E23-1913) 7.6,7.6D, lambic
©1985 The Church Pension Fund. St. 2a-e, C. Daniel Crews [1393]

TUMNE: Melchior Teschner (1615); C. Greger Choralluckh [1784) ST. THEODULPH (151 G)



PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

The offertory provides an opportunity to reflect on the many ways that we can express our gratitude in
response to God: with time, treasure, talents, and testimony. For financial giving online: Use the
Moravian Ministries Foundation giving portal at https://mmfa.info/giving-portal/. Click the DONATE tab
on any page of the Home Church website. For more information, go to homemoravian.org/donate. You
can make one-time or recurring gifts. Text HOME to 73256 on your phone.

OFFERTORY INVITATION AND PRAYER
OFFERING OF MusIC: Jesus Christus Nostra Salus (Hymn 419)
.................. setting by Erik Salzwedel (2020)

Erik Salzwedel, trombone; Edwin Walker, organ

GOSPEL LESSON: Mark 8:34-38.....ccceviuieiiiiiiiieeeeeieieeceenen, Rev. Dr. Craig Atwood

COMMUNION MEDITATION: The Goose, the Chalice, and the Lamb



HYMN 419 - Lord Christ Jesus, Our Salvation, verses 1-3, 9-10
...I1. Jesus Christus, Unser Heiland

HOLY COMMUNION
419 Lord Christ Jesus, Our Salvation
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Lord Christ Jesus, our salvation,
every sinner's vindication,

gave us bread in his remembrance
as a sacrifice in semblance.

O that bread of yours, how holy,
which, Christ Jesus, you are solely!
Bread, a food s0 elemental,

yet supremely sacramental,

This is gift of sweetest savor,
feast bestowed by heaven's favor,
miracle and meal in union,

wondrous grace of our communion.

Hail, O form of God made human,
who God's unity illumine;

each takes pleasure in your being
who through eyes of faith is seeing.

Mo mere bread, but mediator -
God and man, our liberator

while on cross you hung suspended
till your life in flesh had ended.

HOLY COMMUNION

& Mot enhanced by consecration,

unconsumed, without mutation,
parted not though bread be broken,
you bear godhood’s every token.

7 Worthy to be angels’ victual,

mode] for the saints' committal,
you the New Law validated
whom the Old had intimated.

8 O most wholesome balm of healing,

all our debt to sins repealing,
feed us; set us free from evil;
lead us in your light primeval.

9 O what wonders you have rendered

who, O Christ, your self have tendered
through vour symbols of redeeming,

wine and bread in likeness seeming.

10 Bread and wine convey your presence
as a MysStery in essence.
Yours be praise and adoration
unto every generation! Amen.



THE SERVICE FOR HOLY COMMUNION: /n Celebration of the Atonement, page 196

THE SERVICE FOR HOLY COMMUNION
In Celebration of the Atonement

|An ordained minister presides and consecrates the elements. )

Grace, mercy, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ,
be with you all.

Amen. Thanks be to God.

(Standing. The congregation gives the right hand of fellowship, signifying
oneness in Christ and the desire to be at peace with one another.)
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COMMUNION: ATONEMENT

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
[The Lord’s Prayer may be used as a conclusion to this prayer.)

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took l:;read, and when he had
given thanks, he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said: Take, eat, this is my
body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.

|Sitting. As the bread is served, the communicants stand to receive it.)
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Ho - ly Trin - © -ty we con-fess with joy
Had we an - gels’ tongues, with ser - a - phic  songs,
Je - sus is my joy, there- fore blessed am I;
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that our life and wholesal - va - tion flow fromChrist’sblessed in - car-na - tion
bow -ing heartsand  knees be - fore you, Tri- une God, we would a-dore you
©, his mer-cy  is un-bound-ed, all my hope on  him is ground-ed;
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COMMUNION: ATONEMENT

RELAW [22 A)
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COMMUNION: ATONEMENT

BREAD OF LIFE
You are the bread of life, [s] Lord, tn  me;
Bless your own truth, dear Laord, to me, to me,
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as when you blessed the bread by Ga - i lee.
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Then  shall all  bond-age cease, all fet - ters  fall;
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and T shall find my peace, my All in All
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COMMUNION: ATONEMENT

PILGRIMAGE |166 A)
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COMMUNION: ATONEMENT

{When the bread has been served, the communicants stand.)
Our Lord Jesus Christ said: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.
{All partake together.)
SILENT PRAYER

By your divine presence,
By the holy sacraments,
By all the merits of your life, sufferings, death, and resurrection,

Bless and comfort us, gracious Lord and God. Amen.

In the same way, after supper our Lord Jesus Christ took the cup, gave thanks, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the
new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.

(Sitring. As the cup is served, the communicants stand to receive it
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COMMUNION: ATONEMENT

ZUBICH (168 A)
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COMMUNION: ATONEMENT

EISLEBEM [519 A|
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through your suf - Prings, death, and blood. Have mer - cy, O Lord.

to our pravers, O lend an  ear. Have mer - cy, O Lord
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COMMUNION: ATONEMENT

TNNEBRUCE {79 A)
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COMMUNION: ATONEMENT

BERTHELSDORF [141 A]
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= H .-I Fo 1

205



COMMUNION: ATONEMENT

[When the cup has been served, the communicants stand.|

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: Drink from this, all of you. Do this, whenever you
drink it, in remembrance of me.

|All partake together.)
SILENT PRAYER

Christ, the Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
Grant to us your peace. Amen.

Eat and rest at this great feast, then to scrve him  frec - Iy  go,

as it i for  pil-grims fit, as dis - ci-ples ought to do
3. o,
i = 3 ! F—t—Tt» =|
B Irl' ! 1 H T i 1 I T | =

We, when Je - sus  we shall see com -ing in his maj- es - ty,

g = = =
b ol 1

shall the mar-nage sup - per share, if we his true fol-lowers are.
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COMMUMNION: ATONEMENT
Whenever you cat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death,
Until he comes.

[The congregation gives the right hand of fellowship, signifying
renewed dedication and unity of purpose in the service of Christ.|

COVENANT {185 4]

We who here to - geth-er are as - sem-bled, join - ing hearts and
- = - J gt *
Bl F: |
B 1y ] ! '
G E T '
[+ L
o - U =
hands in  one, hind our-selves, with  love that’s un - dis - sem - bled,

- .

——
——

Christ to love and  serve a - lone,

i)
Led 7
.f
|
i
Il

Say: "My peace I leave with you.”
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COMMUNION: ATONEMENT

The Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious unto you;
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace;

538 R
A1 — | 1 ,
e —
\.JLJ' - - a - j ’ I : H
| —
In the name of Je - SUS. A - men.
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POSTLUDE: Fanfare on America the Beautiful............ Matthew H. Corl (b. 1965)

The prelude, Bring to Our World of Strife Your Sovereign Word of Peace, is a setting of the tune St.
Michael. In the spirit of the Psalm of Joy written for the first organized celebration of July 4 (what would
later become Independence Day), here in Salem, the third and fourth verses of hymn #681 were chosen
as inspiration. The structure of the offertory piece is based on an organ improvisation by Karoly Kope on
the same tune. This tune, Jesus Christus, Unser Heiland, is attributed to Jan Hus.



FESTIVAL OF THE MARTYRDOM OF JAN HUS

This service of Holy Communion marks the occasion of the martyrdom of
Jan Hus. On Saturday, July 6, 1415, the town of Constance, situated on both
banks of the river Rhine, witnessed the last act of a tragedy. The Czech priest
and preacher, marked as a heretic by Rome, passed the cemetery where his
books were being burned and, in the next moment, he ascended the stake.

In 1400, Hus was ordained to the priesthood, and the following year was
elected Dean of the Faculty of Arts at Prague University. Hus was especially
impressed with the views of Oxford theologian John Wyclif, stressing the
importance of preaching and the necessity of striving for a moral revival of
the Church. In 1402, Hus was appointed a preacher at Bethlehem Chapel.
From the pulpit of Bethlehem Chapel as well as at the University, Hus
constantly promoted reform within the Church. The number of his friends
increased, as did the number of his adversaries. Finally, the Archbishop,
Zbynek Zajic of Hasenburk, forbade Hus to continue preaching. Hus did not
obey.

Hus’ message of fidelity to the truth, passed on from generation to
generation, forms the most inner core of his legacy to the Church and to his
nation. This message still needs to be heard by all who care for the truth:
“Seek the truth, listen to the truth, learn the truth, love the truth, speak the
truth, abide by the truth, defend the truth unto death.” (Jaroslav Necas and
Vaclav Stary, Master John Hus and the Town of Husinec)

In 1457, followers of Hus established in Kunvald (currently in the Czech
Republic) an intentional community they called the Unitas Fratrum, Latin for
“Unity of Brethren,” which ultimately became known as the Moravian
Church.

This year marks the 611" anniversary of Hus’ martyrdom.



SUNDAY EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP, CE-106, 10:20 a.m. (ages 3 and up), The Martyrdom
of Jan Hus

NO YOUTH POWER HOUR THIS WEEK.

CONFIRMATION CLASS, CE Bldg., 3 Floor, 11:15 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Summer Scheduling Notes:

e Children’s Power Hour will resume classes on Sunday, September 13.
Mark your calendar for our fall open house.

e Children’s Worship will continue to be held during worship throughout the
summer for children through 3™ grade.

e Youth Power Hour will meet regularly over the summer. Please check with
Youth Coordinator Philip Montgomery for the youth summer schedule.

e Adult Sunday School Class Summer Schedules: will break for the
summer from June 14 through September 13.

CALENDAR
Sunday - 10:00am Worship Service
11:15am Confirmation Class (until 3pm), CE Bldg., 3rd floor
Tuesday - 2:00 pm Living Faith, Club Room
7:00 pm Elders Meeting, CE-101
Wednesday - 7:00 am Breakfast, Cagney’s Restaurant
5:00 pm Unity Women’s Craft Group, Second Boys School
Thursday - 8:00am Men’s Candle Making, Candle Room
Saturday - 2:00 pm Youth Activity at Adventure Landing

Sunday 10:00 am Worship Service




Announcements

We extend a cordial welcome to all visitors this morning and invite you to
join us again whenever possible. Please take a moment to sign the
Friendship Register, pass it both ways in your pew, and greet those near you.
After the service, pick up a beverage in the serving room off the Sanctuary,
and enjoy fellowship.

The flowers are placed in the Sanctuary today in memory of Josephine and
Horace Vance by Jody Avery, Buddy Vance, Kate Hix, Betty Lineberger, and
Randy Vance.

The Provincial Elders’ Conference invites you to the Consecration of the
Rev. Dr. Nola Reed Knouse as a Bishop of the Moravian Unity on Sunday, July
26, at 3:00 PM in the Home Moravian Church sanctuary. A band prelude
begins on the church lawn at 2:30 PM, followed by the service. A receptionin
Fellowship Hall will immediately follow. Clergy, educators, licensed lay
pastors, and their spouses will gather in the Home Church Saal at 2:30 PM to
process into the sanctuary.

The Mission and Outreach Committee of Christ Moravian Church would
like to thank everyone who supported the breakfast fundraiser for Michael
and Ceci Tesh. Atotal of $1,140 was raised to help them in their mission
work.



Youth News: No Power Hour today, hope everyone has a fantastic
holiday weekend!

Scripture Meditation 7/5/2026

“Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and
said: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take
up their cross and follow me.” — Mark 8:34

Paradoxically, in the New Testament, Jesus often tells us to pick up
the burden of following him in order to find peace and rest. Through
this, I think Jesus is making an insightful point about human nature, and
it’s worth digging a little deeper to think about why this is such a
meaningful metaphor.

In my experience, human beings need something to focus on.
Greater meaning and the goals that come with that meaning are the
things that get us out of bed every morning. There are many different
places where we can find meaning (our families, our careers, our
hobbies), but without it, people often become listless. We really struggle
when we can’t understand the purpose and goals of our own lives.

Jesus asks much of us. Trying to be a good Christian is a fulltime
job that requires a lifetime of reflection and practice, but Jesus also
knows that the reward for taking on that burden is a clear and
meaningful purpose. In our world today, we see more and more people
struggling to find meaning in their day-to-day lives. When we put Jesus
first, sources of meaning become clear to us. We learn how to properly
care for the people we love, we learn how to find jobs that feel important
to us, and we find hobbies that allow us to express our creativity. All of
this is hard work, but that is the kind of burden that helps us find peace.
— Philip



Homespun Moravians | Summer Adventure 2026

Friday, July 17 | 5:30 PM - 8 PM

Participants will explore what life was like 250 years ago in Old Salem.

July Activities
e Painting gourds
e Making homemade apple cider & croissants
Soap felting
Tour of Old Salem in a horse-drawn wagon
Scherenschnitte (German Paper Cutting)
Apple Stamping
Kids Only Lovefeast
o Featuring homemade apple cider
o Cinnamon and sugar croissants
Event Details
e Christ-centered environment focused on: Learning, Fun, & Fellowship
e Dinner served at 5:30 PM; Activities begin at 6:00 PM
e Open to children aged 3 - 11 years old

_.mm Contact Becky Hodges at:
bhodges@homemoravian.org to volunteer.
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M usic@ {07222 Concert Series
is proud to present:

TiM ZIMMERM AN
AND THE KING’S BRASS

Friday, July 31 | 7PM
Home Moravian Church Sanctuary

Enjoy hymn classics with a contemporary flair, featuring three
trumpets, three trombones, tuba, percussion, and keyboards in an
exciting worship experience for all generations.

Praised as “superb in every way” and “an unforgettable experience,”
the group performs more than 150 concerts annually across the
United States and internationally.

Celebrating its 48th Anniversary Season, The King’s Brass is based in
Fort Wayne and is made up of professional musicians dedicated to
sharing praise and worship through music.

Their latest recording, Festive Brass, features beloved hymns and
inspirational favorites.

FREE ADMISSION

|
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Potluck Luncheon | Sunday, August 16
11:15 AM | Fellowship Hall

(immediately following worship service)

In honor of
on the occasion of her retirement.
Fried chicken & dessert
will be provided.

Bring a covered dish (or two)!

WORLD MISSIONS STUFF SALE
Saturday, October 3--_

8AM - 12PM | Fellowship Hall N

Donations Needed: \}

Holiday Decor, Home Goods, -
Moravian Items, and Other “Stuff”

** No clothes, books, or heavy furniture**

Drop Off:

Mon - Thu: 9AM-5PM or Fri: 9AM - 12PM
/Gw
93

Need Help?
Call the church office
at: 336.722.6171

(to schedule a drop-off time)

o,
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Welcome to Forsyth County, Forsyth STRONC!

On June 14, 2026, some 1,400 people (including 64 members and friends of Home
Moravian) packed Emmanuel Baptist Church to introduce Forsyth STRONG! This new
organization unites diverse groups to bring action agendas to decision-makers in our
county. Home Church joins more than 30 churches, agencies, and neighborhood
associations committed to making a difference as members of Forsyth STRONG.

What happened at the assembly?

Fifteen key officials — including majorities of the City Council and Forsyth County
Commission — pledged to meet to continue working on our shared agenda for:

Education:

e County Commission Chair Dr. Donald Martin announced $1.3 million for
Exceptional Children (EC) staffing in our schools, in response to Forsyth
STRONG’s organizing.

e WS/FCS Chief of Staff Effie McMillian pledged to work with us to improve EC
processes, communication, and training, and increase the District’s bilingual
counseling capacity.

Affordable Housing:

e Six City Council members pledged to explore the transfer of 8.9 acres of public
land to the Happy Hill Community Land Trust for affordable housing
development.

Housing Stability:

e The City and County announced investments of $52,000 and $50,000,
respectively, to seed a Housing Stability Fund. The Downtown Winston-Salem
Partnership pledged to engage member businesses to support the Fund, and
Novant Health will also make a substantial investment. We await further
conversations with Greater Winston-Salem Inc. and Atrium Health.

e Mayor Allen Joines committed to directing City staff to meet with the Happy Hill
Neighborhood Association and develop a plan to address more than 100 street-
level concerns, such as pedestrian and traffic safety and street lighting.



Mental Health:

e Novant Health’s Senior Director of Community Health pledged to convene a
meeting with executives to explore an investment in expanding clinical mental
health access in East Winston, Old Town, Sunnyside / Waughtown, and The Hub
(a community service center). We await further conversations with Atrium
Health.

How did all this happen?

Forsyth STRONG is the result of a five-year organizing effort built on conversation,
relationships, and a commitment to neighbors working together for the good of all.
Home Church has engaged with that effort through the faithful work of our community
engagement team (CET). Our CET invited Home Church members into one-on-one
conversations, asking about their greatest concerns for the people of Forsyth County.
In more than 100 such conversations, three concerns rose to the top: homelessness,
education, and access to mental health care.

In a “voting assembly” in November 2024, representatives of local institutions
(including Home Church members) agreed to prioritize these same three concerns.

“Research action teams” were formed to study the concerns and create actionable
proposals for improvement. Those proposals—which Home Church members helped
to create—are the bullet-pointed items on the preceding pages, all of which are now in
the hands of leaders who have pledged to work with Forsyth STRONG toward their
success.

What’s next?

Forsyth STRONG will continue to work on the proposals and meet with the
city/county/agency leaders who can help move things forward. Leadership will
continually invite other institutions to consider membership in Forsyth STRONG,
making our impact and relationships even STRONGER!

Forsyth STRONG hopes to achieve its goals for the current priorities (education
affordable housing, housing stability, mental health access) by mid-2027. After that,
Forsyth STRONG will begin a new cycle of listening, identifying priorities,
researching those priorities, and bringing action items to county leaders.




How Can Home Church Members Be Involved?

The easiest way to be involved is to attend Forsyth STRONG assemblies, as so many
of our members did on June 14. These won’t happen often—once or twice a year—but
when they do, your presence is important. In fact, presence is the point! When
hundreds gather to show their commitment to an action, community leaders pay
attention.

If you want to get involved a little more, you can join a Research Action Team, or ask
to be put on their mailing lists. A Research Action Team is a great learning opportunity!

If you’re feeling all in, you can join the Home Church Community Engagement Team!
Our CET is Forsyth STRONG’s “core team” inside Home Church. Let the team
members know you’re interested, and they’ll contact you when they need new
members to participate in planning, community meetings, and publicity—especially
within Home Church.

Finally, you can make a financial contribution to support our church’s 2026
commitment to Forsyth STRONG!

Financial Support

To continue its work, Forsyth STRONG relies on contributions from member
institutions to support a paid staff position. In keeping with the organization’s
guidelines, for 2026 Home Church pledged an amount equal to 1% of our operating
budget ($15,000). This step in faith is being covered through the Pastors’
Discretionary Fund and through individual contributions towards that pledge.

A contribution is an important way to show confidence in Forsyth STRONG as a way
for Home Church to bring meaningful, lasting change that aligns with our call to love
our neighbor.

If you would like to contribute, you may do so by check or online. Make checks to
Home Church, with a memo line designating the offering, “For Forsyth STRONG.”
For online donations, go to homemoravian.org and click the “Donate” tab at the top.
Choose your electronic method and follow the instructions. Be sure to include a
specific designation, “For Forsyth STRONG.”



In the months to come, Home Church will evaluate Forsyth STRONG’s effectiveness
in 2026 and its prospects for further impact. This evaluation will guide discussions
about financial support for Forsyth STRONG going forward.

&

When a community shows up in
numbers like these, that is not
just a good turnout. That is a
signal - people are ready. ”

Ruth Burcaw

Prayer Tree
To learn more about prayer concerns or to share your

| own, email Katherine Petree katherineethepetrees.net

or contact the church office.

Requests for prayer will only be shared with the congregation
with the permission of the individual or family.




. 1 Will Give You Rest”

As an English teacher, | have to admit to my students that language often makes no
logical sense. A word can have multiple meanings and pronunciations, and can even
be different parts of speech! For students for whom English is a second language,
these “rules” can feel especially overwhelming. Even for proficient speakers, the
inconsistencies can give us pause.

I’m drawn to the word rest, from this week’s Gospel lesson. As a verb, rest is an
action word: it expresses something being done, something needing to be done, or
something that will be done. It can happen in the past, present, or future, and—
without causing you to cringe too much at the memory of Language Arts class—the
action can be simple, continuous, perfect, or progressive. Lots of options for “rest” as
a verb!

Yet rest is also a noun, one which can function in many ways in our confusing
English language. It can be the subject of a sentence (“Rest is often difficult to find”),
the object of a sentence (“I long for rest”), or even part of a prepositional phrase
(“She fell into a deep rest after a long day”). In all of these, rest as a noun is
something we can receive, something that exists apart from the actions we take.

Learning to rest and learning to receive rest are challenging aspects of
discipleship in our life with Christ. We are motivated to go and do, to make disciples,
to preach and teach and baptize and proclaim and prophesy . . . butrestis a
different kind of call, a different kind of challenge. It is not merely the ceasing of
activity or the gift that is freely given to each of us. True rest is a deeply experienced
spiritual condition whereby we draw ourselves closer to the Holy Spirit, and She
draws nigh unto us. Like climbing into the lap of our Holy Mother for a story, resting
in the arms of our Savior is where we find freedom—and peace.

Dana Myers, Moravian pastor, Winston-Salem, North Carolina

The Moravian Church
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
July 5, 2026

The Martyrdom of Jan Hus
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